2018 “Wish List” for Veterans

GENERAL FUND DONATIONS

HOT! HOT! HOT! GENERAL POST FUND FOR ALL VETERAN NEEDS CP 150
We use donations to General Purpose Funds to Support Veterans on a regular basis.  Donating to the general fund allows for us to support a wide variety of programs and services that are not available without donations. Monetary Donations to this account can support any of the other services listed below. 

SPECIFIC PURPOSE DONATIONS

HOT! HOT! HOT! ONGOING EFFORTS Homeless Veteran Program – CP 524
Congress has made it a priority to end homelessness. This entails continued expansion of already proven programs and services to help homeless Veterans and families end the cycle of homelessness.  Many Veterans and their families need items such as furniture, hygiene items and other essential items to assist them with the transition to permanent housing from shelters and the streets.  Each year many Veterans are taken off the streets and assisted with these items and many of these Veterans are assisted through voluntary donations to the Chalmers P. Wylie VA Ambulatory Care Center homeless program.   As we will be housing more and more Veterans in the upcoming year, the homeless program is in desperate need of continued monetary assistance to ensure Veterans are getting the needed items for them to live.  Through donations we purchase items for our homeless like: 

1. Sleeping Bags 
1. Clothing – (undergarments, sweat suits, etc.) 
1. Socks
1. Toiletries – (soap, toothbrushes, towels, etc.)
1. Gas Cards 
1. Laundry Detergent
1. Delivery charges for furniture from The Furniture Bank of Central Ohio – For homeless Veterans that get housed
1. Bus Passes – (to get Veterans to and from their  medical appointments) 

HOT!  HOT!  HOT!!  National Salute to Veteran Patients and National Salute Concert – (Concert CP – 547 and National Salute Week CP 519)
The National Salute to Veteran patients is a weeklong event designed to show our appreciation for our Veterans and their service to our country.  During the event we pass out Valentines, flowers, etc. Take flowers and patriotic gifts to Veterans who are in nursing homes; have entertainment and refreshments in our atrium; invite local community leaders; pass out patriotic trinkets; and have other events that say “thank you” to our Veterans.  In February, 2017 we hosted our sixth National Salute concert at the Villa Milano for Veterans.  Monetary donations go a long way in making the week-long event and concert a success. 

HOT HOT!!  Veterans Welcome Home Event: - CP 540
In 2017 more than 2000 Veterans and their families took part in the “Welcome Home Event” sponsored by the Chalmers P. Wylie VA Ambulatory Care Center and the Columbus Zoo. The Columbus Zoo offers free admission to Veterans and their immediate families on the 4th of July Weekend.  The Columbus VA (through Voluntary Services) rents an area for a “job and benefits fair” that Veterans can participate in.  We have free live music for the families and also provide a light lunch.  (We are required to purchase the lunch from the zoo.)  In 2018 the event will once again be held at the Columbus Zoo and admission was free of charge.  We will purchase lunch for 1,500 Veterans this year.  Monetary donations to support this event would be a tremendous help for the program.

HOT! HOT! HOT! Veterans Holiday Events: CP 154
In 2017 nearly 3000 Veterans and their families attended the Veterans Family Holiday party sponsored by Chalmers P. Wylie VA Ambulatory Care Center’s voluntary services.  During this event we offered free professional level photos with Santa, Entertainment, refreshments, toys and crafts for the children and much, much more.  Monetary donations are greatly appreciated to support this growing event.  
Also, each year we sponsor a Thanksgiving dinner for our Veterans.  In 2016, we held the Thanksgiving dinner at one of our American Legion facilities and fed more than 300 Veterans.  We would love to expand this event in the future. 

Social Worker Fund – CP 152
Often our social workers run into barriers with providing our Veterans with services and support that they may need to be able to maintain or achieve a better quality of life.  Donations to this fund will go to support items such as:

Social Work Fund: Emergent Needs

1. Transportation (bus pass, gas voucher)
1. Birth Certificate Fees or other Personnel documents as appropriate
1. School Transcript Fees
1. State ID/Driver’s License Fee
1. Clothing/Shoes
1. Personal Hygiene
1. Food
1. Utility Deposits/Payments (Gas, Electric, Water/Sewage)
1. Rental Security Deposit
1. Hotel/Motel
1. Storage Fee
1. Car Repair 
1. Other Emergent Needs, as identified through screening/assessment by Social Worker
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The Commons at Livingston

We have approximately 100 Veterans who are living in Permanent Supportive Housing at The Commons at Livingston.  Donations of non-perishable food, toiletries, laundry detergent, and household items go a long way to support these Veterans. 

VA National TEE Tournament
Some of our blinded veterans participate in the yearly VA National TEE Tournament for blind and other impaired veterans through the Iowa City VAMC.  This event happens in September of each year and provides an outlet for those with vision loss to experience an event that can provide an enormous amount of confidence, sense of accomplishment, and an arena to actively utilize their adaptive adjustment skills.  Funds are needed to support this event to provide transportation and supplies for the Veterans who attend. 

Coffee/Snacks – CP 151:  
Each morning Voluntary Service makes coffee for all visiting Veterans.  Along with the free coffee, we also provide snacks.  All snacks are donated, but more are needed.  This program is used by our Veterans daily.  Demand is always high for these items.  Monetary donations help with purchasing these items when our in-kind donations of snacks/coffee is low.

Canteen Coupons/Food Gift Cards: 
We often get requests from our Veterans for food.  We sometimes provide them with a canteen coupon or food gift card if they tell us they are hungry.  Our smaller Community Based Outpatient Clinics (CBOCs) in Grove City, Newark, Zanesville and Marion do not have a cafeteria like our main facility.  From  to time if a patient comes in and needs a meal the CBOC staff would like to be able to offer them a gift card to one of the local fast food restaurants or grocery stores. Unfortunately we cannot purchase gift cards with donated money, but we can accept in-kind donations of gift cards to distribute to our Veterans.  We can, however use monetary donations to purchase canteen coupons that Veterans can use to buy food from our VA cafeteria.

Bus Passes
These are needed for our Homeless Veterans so that they may be able to go to job interviews, appointments, etc. From time to time we also have Veterans who cannot afford transportation or become stranded after an appointment and need bus passes.  Bus passes are given out, tracked, and accounted for by Voluntary Services and our Homeless Veteran Coordinators. Monetary donations or bus passes are greatly appreciated.

Some of the other items purchased with donated money include:

Ditty Bags
These are bags contain comfort items such as Lotion Soap, Shampoo, Deodorant, Shaving Cream, 1 Razor, Toothpaste, Toothbrush, and Wash Cloth.  These bags are given to our Homeless Veterans or other Veterans who might be struggling or in transition.  They are compact and easy to carry.  We also give them to our patients who are being transferred to local hospitals.

Duffel Bags
When we give clothing and comfort items to our Homeless Veterans, they often don’t have a way to hold on to these items.  Duffel Bags (Nylon Bag with handle and Zipper) would be a great way for our Veterans to transport any personal items to and from any destination.  This is a better alternative then a Hefty Trash bag. 

Ensure:
Some donors provide our Oncology department with Ensure patients receiving CHEMO.  These patients are unable to digest regular food.  When the in-kind donations are low for Ensure, monetary donations could be used to purchase it.

Daily Unexpected Needs
On a daily basis Veterans come in with a variety of different needs that we support.  
Some of our in-kind donations include:

Phone Cards (in-kind donation): 
This item is needed for any Veteran who is in need of phone assistance.  We have many Veterans who are in need and often ask our social workers for phone cards.  These cards would be accounted for by Voluntary Service.

Grocery/Food Gift Cards
We often have Veterans stop by asking for meals or food.  When available, we provide them with gift cards after we have verified a true need through social work services.

Gas Cards
We have Veterans that travel long distances and are sometimes unable to afford gas.  These Veterans are not able to receive compensation from the VA due to not being eligible for reimbursement.  Our Social Workers would like to have these cards, so that they may be able to assist these Veterans.  As an alternative, Voluntary Service can assist with distributing these cards.

Postage Stamps (in-kind donations):  
These would be used to give Veterans postage paid envelopes to return applications for enrollment.

Volunteers:	
Of all Items this is the most needed in our clinic.  Without Volunteers our Clinic cannot run successfully.  We need Men and Women to donate 4 hours of their time, one-day a week, to assist our Veterans.  Who better to assist our Veterans than people who have the heart and compassion to help others?  Our Veterans need your assistance.   We have many positions available.  Please make that first step and call Voluntary Services at 257-5496.  We need you!

Additional Information

All donations must come through Voluntary Services. Checks can be made out to the Columbus VAACC.  100% of all donations go directly to support our Veterans and the programs listed in this “Wish List.”  Each donation will be input into a donation-tracking package and thank you letters will be sent out for each Monetary and Non-Monetary Donation.  Your assistance in purchasing these items is greatly appreciated.  Although the Federal Government allocates money for our annual budget, the things that are on this list cannot be purchased through appropriated funds.  It is up to us to ensure that these items are available for our Veterans.  On behalf of the Chalmers P. Wylie VA Ambulatory Care Center and Voluntary Service we thank you for your support of our Nations Veterans. 

If you may have any questions regarding any of the items listed please contact our Voluntary Services staff at (614) 257-5493.

